Bishops and Christian Unity
I’m not praying only for them [the disciples] but also
for those who believe in me because of their word. I
pray they will be one, Father, just as you are in me
and I am in you. -John 17:20-21 (CEB)
In the 19th century, Christians around the world
began asking questions about why the various
churches who all claimed to follow Christ did not get
along. Since then, Christians have made great strides
in coming closer to one another. Just this week, the
press announced that Pope Francis has offered an
apology for the Roman Catholic Church’s persecution of the Waldensians, a small reforming sect that
began in the Middle Ages. This gesture by the
world’s largest body of Christians to one of the
smallest Christian groups in the world was a reminder that no denomination is too big or too small
to be included in the unity that Jesus desires among
his people.
Aside from charity of the Pope’s gesture, what I
noticed when I read the article was that this move
toward Christian unity did not cause the two groups
to suddenly become totally indistinguishable from
one another. Pope Francis, in trademark white cassock, shook hands with Eugenio Bernardini, the
Waldensian leader, who wore a coat and tie. It was a
visual reminder that the unity Christ desires for his
Church is not an outward conformity to some dress
code, or a style of worship, but an inward understanding that we each have gifts to give to and receive
from each other.
So what gifts do we as Episcopalians believe that
we have to offer? What are the things that we bring to
the table of Christian unity to share with the world?
What is our special offering to Christ’s Church on
earth? For over one hundred years, the Episcopal
Church has understood our theological contribution
to worldwide Christianity in the terms of the
Chicago-Lambeth Quadrilateral. This document was
adopted by the House of Bishops and later affirmed
by the Lambeth Conference of Anglican Bishops
from around the globe. The four things that Episcopalians asserted to be at the heart of our identity within
the Christian world were summed up as follows:
1. The Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments as the revealed word of God.

2. The Nicene Creed as the sufficient statement of the
Christian Faith.
3. The two Sacraments,—Baptism and the Supper of
the Lord,—ministered with unfailing use of Christ’s
words of institution and of the elements ordained by
Him.
4. The Historic Episcopate, locally adapted in the
methods of its administration to the varying needs of
the nations and peoples call of God into the unity of
His Church.
The vast majority of Christians in the world take
the first three points for granted. No Christian body
that I am aware of has disputed that the Bible is the
revealed Word of God. Likewise, Christians all over
the world baptize with water in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, and their ministers distribute bread and wine (sometimes grape juice) with the
words spoken by Jesus. The Nicene Creed is perhaps
the most widely used theological statement in Christian history. But when we get to bishops, things start
to get a little iffy. Bishops were the sticky wicket in
our full-communion with the Evangelical Lutheran
Church, our Methodist brothers and sisters, not to
mention Presbyterians, all of whom view the episcopate with a skeptical eye. This disagreement of
course, begs a question: “If bishops are a roadblock
to Christian unity, why do Episcopalians insist that
bishops are so critical for us and everyone else?”
Michael Ramsey, the 100th Archbishop of Canterbury, argued in The Gospel and the Catholic
Church that bishops represent the organic unity of
Christ’s ministry. Jesus’s ministry did not die with
him, nor did it ascend to heaven complete and waiting for the second coming—He passed it on to the
Apostles, and through them to the church scattered
around the world. Bishops, as successors to the Apostles, are the living sign of Christ’s continuing ministry. Just as the apostles were united in their love for
Christ and one another, bishops are “called to be one
with the apostles in proclaiming Christ’s resurrection
and interpreting the Gospel.” In other words, bishops
are important because in some way, their work is an
answer to Jesus’s prayer for his disciples and “those
who believe because of their word.” So, take a few
moments to say a prayer for our Bishop as he attends
General Convention this week that he will be a gracious and effective sign of our unity in the Gospel
with Christians throughout the Episcopal Church and
the world.
-Benjamin+

Celebrations at the Cathedral: Another Successful
Choir Season & Fr. Matthew Kempʼs Ordination to
the Sacred Order of Priests

Clockwise from bottom left: The Cathedral Choir gathers
around the piano at organist Royce Young’s home. Choir
members can’t stop singing even at the end-of-season party.
Fr. John Heschle, Fr. Matthew, Bishop Milliken, Fr. Benjamin, and Deacon Harvey Hillin at the steps of the sanctuary. Fr. Matthew offers a first blessing after his ordination.
A cake of biblical proportions?

Notes for June & July
Send Off for the Kemps
Sunday, July 19th, will be our last
service with Fr. Matthew Kemp and his
family. Fr. Matthew will both preach
and celebrate at the 10 AM service. Afterward, we will have a festive coffee
hour and a chance to visit with the
Kemps, offer them our prayers and send
them on their way.
As you all know, moving is expensive
and so the Cathedral will be collecting
donations to give the Kemps the most
useful sort of going away present that
we can give them--our well wishes and
an extra check.
So, take a minute to jot down a note
to the Kemps about how you have enjoyed your time with them and send it
to the church office with a monetary
gift. The office will collect and collate
all contributions, and they will be presented at coffee hour on the 19th.
Be sure you mark your envelope
“KEMP SENDOFF.”

2015 Project Salina
During the month of May, Cathedral
members provided over 600 cans of
vegetables to assist five agencies dealing with poverty.Thank you all for your
generosity and support of 2015 Project
Salina.
Unfortunately, our challenger, Belmont Boulevard Christian Church surpassed us considerably. We now owe
them 12 dozen cookies for July coffee
hour. Please call Becky to arrange your
baking penance.
Our next outreach project will be
collecting supplies for the Animal Shelter in September. Look for more details
next month.
Melinda Ryberg, Emergency Aid
Food Bank Board member

Would you like to be closer to
Christ (in the Sacraments)?
Our current rota of LEMs is a little thin.
Please contact Fr. Benjamin with interest or questions about being a LEM!

Stewardship Review
Income

Budget

Actual

Variance

Plate through June

$11,000

$15,259

$4,295

Pledge through June

$72,500

$66,801

$5,699

Vestry Highlights
Fr. Benjamin reported that all of the matching funds for the Sanctuary House project have been raised.
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